
 
 

EFQ & the ECERS-3 

The Division of Early Childhood Education (DECE) is focused on developing high quality early childhood programming in New York City. The 

Early Childhood Framework for Quality (EFQ) was developed to guide program practices in a way that advances positive outcomes for all 

children and families. The EFQ is comprised of 6 Elements, which are high-level, research-based principles of early childhood quality. Each 

Element identifies several Practices, or actions that can be taken by program leadership and teaching teams to demonstrate these principles. 

The Elements and Practices are applicable to all early childhood age groups and program types. 

 The DECE now uses the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale- Third Edition (ECERS-3) to assess the quality of the overall learning 

environment. The ECERS-3 builds upon the importance of the variety of materials accessible to children with an enhanced focus on teaching 

and interactions between all staff and children. The ECERS-3 includes 6 subscales: Space and Furnishings, Personal Care Routines, Language 

and Literacy, Learning Activities, Interaction, and Program Structure.  

This chart outlines how the practices listed in the EFQ align with the ECERS-3. The chart illustrates the EFQ practices that are Strongly 

Connected, and the practices that are Somewhat Connected to the ECERS-3 tool.  Strongly Connected practices correlate to practices that 

are observed using the ECERS-3 and are necessary for a site to have in place to perform well on the scale. For example, 2.4 ensure all program 

spaces are safe and welcoming, and meet the needs of children, families, and staff (EFQ), is Strongly Connected to Personal Care Routines 

(ECERS-3) because this subscale focuses strongly on health and safety practices. Somewhat Connected practices are not directly measured in 

the scale and may not be necessary to have in place for a program to perform well on the scale, but these practices may have some indirect 

influence on how staff performs on the ECERS-3 scale. For Example, 3.10 regularly collaborate with other staff within and across classrooms to 

reflect and plan for instruction (EFQ), is Somewhat Connected with Language and Literacy (ECERS-3).  EFQ practices can be strongly or 

somewhat connected to more than one item within each subscale. 

 

 



 
 

 ECERS-3 Subscale 

Space and 
Furnishings 

Personal Care 
Routines 

Language and 
Literacy 

Learning 
Activities 

Interaction 
Program 
Structure 

Leadership Teams 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
E

D
 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
E

D
 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
E

D
 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
E

D
 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
T

R
O

N
G

L
Y

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

S
O

M
E

W
H

A
T

 
C

O
N

N
E

C
T

E
D

 

E
a

rl
y

 C
h

ild
h

o
o

d
 F

ra
m

e
w

o
rk

 f
o

r 
Q

u
a

lit
y

 E
le

m
e

n
ts

 

 

1. Respect and Value Differences 

  1.1  1.2 1.1, 1.3, 
1.5 

1.2, 1.3, 
1.5 

1.1, 1.6 1.1, 1.2, 
1.3 

1.6 1.5, 1.6 1.1, 
1.2, 1.3 

2. Create Safe and Positive 
Environments 

2.4, 2.5 2.6 2.3, 
2.4, 2.6 

2.5 2.5 2.2 2.3, 2.5 2.6 2.1, 2.2, 
2.6 

 2.3, 2.6 2.4, 2.5 

3. Advance play-based learning and 
responsive instruction 

 3.1, 3.2   3.1, 3.2, 
3.3 

3.4 3.1, 3.2 3.3, 3.4 3.1, 3.2 3.3, 3.4 3.1, 3.2, 
3.5 

3.3, 3.4 

4. Promote families’ roles as primary 
caregivers, teachers, and advocates 

  4.5 4.1, 4.2        4.2, 4.5 4.6 

5. Work collaboratively towards 
continuous quality improvement 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

 5.1, 5.2 
5.3, 5.4, 
5.5, 5.6 

6. Demonstrate Strategic Leadership 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

 6.1, 6.2, 
6.3, 6.4, 
6.5, 6.6 

Darker=Strong Connection; Lighter= Somewhat Connected 
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1. Respect and Value 
Differences 

1.10  1.7 1.8 1.10  1.7, 1.8, 
1.10 

1.9 1.7, 1.8, 
1.9, 1.10 

 1.10 1.7, 1.8, 
1.11 

2. Create Safe and 
Positive Environments 

2.7, 2.8, 
2.11 

2.10 2.7, 2.9, 
2.10, 2.12 

 2.7, 2.8 2.10, 2.11 2.7, 2.8, 
2.10, 2.11 

 2.7, 2.8, 
2.10, 
2.11, 
2.12 

 2.7, 2.8, 
2.9, 
2.10, 
2.12, 
2.11 

  

3. Advance play-based 
learning and responsive 

instruction 

 3.6, 3.7 3.8  3.6, 3.7, 
3.8, 3.9 

3.10 3.6, 3.7, 
3.8, 3.9 

3.10 3.6, 3.7, 
3.8, 3.9 

3.10 3.6, 3.7, 
3.8, 3.9 

3.10 

4. Promote families’ roles 
as primary caregivers, 

teachers, and advocates 

 4.7  4.7, 4.9, 
4.10, 4.11 

 4.7,4.9, 
4.10, 4.11 

 4.7,4.9, 
4.10, 4.11 

 4.7, 4.9, 
4.10, 4.11 

 4.7, 4.9, 
4.10 

5. Work collaboratively 
towards continuous 

quality improvement 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

 5.7, 5.8, 
5.9, 5.10, 
5.11, 5.12 

6. Demonstrate Strategic 
Leadership 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

 6.7, 6.8, 
6.9, 6.10, 
6.11 

Darker = Strongly connected; Lighter = Somewhat Connected 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		ecers-and-efq-crosswalk3a0fbce55cb84f6689565ab42f14f277.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
